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WHAT IS IN THE BOOK?

Collaboration - Theory, Attitudes and Implementation

Collaborative Learning Connecting between Cultures

Collaboration in the K12 Classroom

Collaboration in Teacher Education Programs

Assessment and Evaluation
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The Effect of Using a Competitive Game with 
Trans-National Collaborative 
Learning Teams in a Virtual World
Dr. Paul Resta



Trans-National Learning Teams
• Collaborative learning teams comprised of graduate students 

from a class at the University of Texas at Austin and 
Kibbutzim University in Israel

• Challenges and strategies in having team members from 
different time zones and culture



Task
• Design a collaborative learning activity in  specific location 

and context in virtual world



Introducing  the Amazing Race
as Culminating Activity



Results
Benefits

• Mutual responsibility
•   Group support
•   Positive interdependence
•   Sense of community

Challenges
•   Steep learning curve
•   technical problems
•   attendance team meetings



Collaborative Learning 
in Virtual World



International Online Cooperation: 
Facilitators and Obstacles

Prof. Dr. Claudia Finkbeiner
University of Kassel, Germany 

Dr. Miri Shonfeld
Kibbutzim College of Israel, Israel
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VENN DIAGRAM
SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES



WIKI - EXAMPLES
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Promoting Online Collaboration 
Competence among Pre-service Teachers of 

English as a Foreign Language

Tina Waldman, Efrat Harel
Kibbutzim College of Education
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Purpose of the pilot 
study
Provide experiential 
intercultural learning for 
student EFL teachers in 
Israel and Germany in 
order to gain firsthand 
experience in the 
organization, process, 
technology and tasks 
involved in online 
collaboration
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Research
Participants: 33 pre-service EFL teachers studying in Israel
Research questions: 
1. Does the online intercultural exchange increase the pre-service 
teachers’ understanding of teaching EFL in a global context?
2. Can a online collaboration contribute to understanding of online 
learning among student EFL teachers? 
3. Does experiencing an online intercultural exchange the pre-service 
teachers’ self-efficacy to facilitate online projects in the future? 
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Data collection and findings

1. Quantitative data  - pre/post survey 
2. Qualitative data - interviews probing reflection on online 

collaboration experience.
Findings

Survey: Significant difference in post survey for question 3 only -
perceived self-efficacy to facilitate collaborative online projects with 
prospective pupils. 

Interviews: enhanced digital pedagogical knowledge, raised 
awareness of importance of intercultural collaboration for intercultural 
competence to develop.
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Student

“I am really motivated to conduct such an online collaboration with 
future pupils. I think it’s a great experience where they can be exposed 
to a lot of cultural aspects and experience real life communication. I feel 
that I can design, organize and run an online collaboration with my 
pupils. 
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