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Reflection Question



What color are your C.R.A.Y.O.N.S.?

C  comedy
R  respect
A  authenticity
Y  yeastiness (vitality; exuberance; energy)

O  optimism
N novelty
S  specializations

Image retrieved from wixy.com/showandtellci/welcome-to-show-and-tell/

C  creativity
R  relationships
A  academic expertise
Y  yourself
O openness
N innovation
S [strategic] silliness 
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Image retrieved from howtomakesenseofanymess.com/chapter/2/page/31/why-what-and-how-are-deeply-interrelated/ and  alaska.bupc.org

Session Outline 1 Session Outline 2
• Discuss some of the key reasons for 

using humor and music in the 
online classroom

• Discuss ways instructors can make 
standardized courses more 
engaging.

• Share creative uses of humor and 
music to encourage students and 
deepen their learning.



Image retrieved from marketing-partners.com/conversations2/people-dont-buy-what-you-do-they-buy-why-you-do-it

To improve student learning 



Lujan, H. L., & DiCarlo, S. E. (2016). Humor promotes learning!. Advances in Physiology Education, 40(4),
433-434. https://doi.org/10.1152/advan.00123.2016

• creates conditions conducive to 
learning 

• engages students

• encourages them to think

• promotes learning

• serves as a bridge between 
educators and students 

Humor



Appropriate and timely humor can  

1. Create a supportive learning environment
2. Enhance students’ interest & attention
3. Enhance students’ enjoyment in the 

learning process; enhance motivation 
4. Increase divergent thinking skills of 

students
5. Improve the quality and amount of 

learning  
6. Enhance students’ positive attitudes 

toward the subject content
7. Reduce student stress & anxiety
8. Build relationships between instructors 

and  students 
Image retrieved from istockphoto.com/vector/work-personality-test-gm484641828-71808603

(Baker & Taylor, 2012; James, 2004; Lujan & DiCarlo, 2016; McCabe, Sprute, Underdown, 2017)



Image retrieved from thephysicaleducator.com/2014/11/24/whatwhyhow/

• Announcements
• Instructor Guidance
• Discussions
• Emails
• Ashford Café 
• Gradebook
• Other: (e.g., online chats, live conversations)

do you use?



1. Written anecdotes or jokes
2. Humorous images (e.g., emojis, avatars)
3. Humorous animated images (gifs)
4. Cartoons/comics
5. Funny videos
6. Your own mini-lectures with embedded 

humor
7. Music videos
8. Pre-recorded music (mp3s)
9. Your “live” voice singing
10. Other: Please specify in the chat

Images retrieved from picgifs.com/graphics/lol/, pinterest.com/pin/347551296217327749/, cartoonstock.com/directory/a/an_apple_a_day_keeps_the_doctor_away.asp , giphy.com/stickers/dancing-axcW7ZrqQMlc4, bulldogcatholic.org/series-what-next/





No attribution required: CC0 Public Domain 

Shatz, M. A., & LoSchiavo, F. M. (2006).  Bringing life to online instruction with humor.  Radical Pedagogy, 8(2), 8 

MEET YOUR INSTRUCTOR



Frank LoSchiavo, Ph.D. incorporates a 
running feature, called Frank’s Rants, 

into lecture modules.

Shatz, M. A., & LoSchiavo, F. M. (2006).  Bringing life to online instruction with humor. Radical Pedagogy, 8(2), 8 

Image retrieved from https://www.ohio.edu/zanesville/currentstudents/Faculty-Staff-Directory.cfm#L

Using humor to reinforce specific course content. 



John Doe         

Research Methods

“This class will be an experiment–half of you 
will get real information while the other half 
will get a placebo.”

(Based on examples by Shatz & Coilv, 2008 and Shatz & LoSchiavo, 2006) 

Welcome to Research Methods

Using humor to preview specific course content. 



Correct 

Using humor to reinforce specific course content. 

Images retrieved from https://www.pinterest.com/pin/509540145332725127/, giphy.com/stickers/job-fMDQamn1Z90Aw, & 
https://www.redbubble.com/people/petestyles/works/27150965-meh-emoji-bored-face?p=poster



Image retrieved from https://anniemaeblog.wordpress.com/2011/11/27/thinking-out-of-the-box/

Using humor to lighten the mood when introducing new content or 

to reinforce a course expectation. 



Videos of Speakers Using Humor







Images retrieved from picgifs.com/graphics/wow/ and goldstarpremiumroofing.com/



When students use humor

Image retrieved from https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-illustration-brown-leather-football-happy-smile-smiling-face-second-ball-no-face-image41270079, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HUv5JQBs3g, emoticons-hangulatjelek.blogspot.com/, 
speakgif.com/minions-lol-animated-gif/



Image retrieved from https://giphy.com/gifs/laughing-Dnt4ca42nWihW

The example you gave of your son calling all men he saw in public “Da-da” 
after he learned to call his real dad ‘Da-da’ made me chuckle    -- yes, that 
is a great example of assimilation as described by Piaget. 

Funny Anecdotes



Image retrieved from http://www.picgifs.com/graphics/dancing/, /giphy.com/gifs/dancing-calvin-and-hobbes-KMGVJZVQMmNvG, www.animatedimages.org/cat-lol-signs-1327.htm

Personalized for students



Image retrieved from huffingtonpost.com/entry/34-hilariously-honest-cards-for-pregnant-moms-to-be_us_58ba321ce4b0d2821b4e65c5
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tenor.com/view/yay-snoopy-gif-10253386, /public.fotki.com/smurby/mail-gifs/happy-dance-giraffe.html, strangecosmos.com/images/content/113364.gif



Cognitive and Affective Engagement

lyrics, melody, rhythm, keys, instruments 

Image retrieved from everythingneon.com/proddetail.php?prod=n100-2409-live-music-neon-sign



`

• Humanize, personalize, and energize online 
courses 

• Tap into students’ interests, and elicit positive 
feelings and associations

• Enhance Social Presence
• What makes you rock? (students share songs that are 

personally motivating)
• Soundtrack of your life

Dunlap, J. C., & Lowenthal, P. R. (2010). Hot for teacher: Using digital music to enhance students’
experience in online courses. TechTrends, 54(4), 58-73.

Music-driven instructional activities can 
(Dunlap & Lowenthal, 2010)



Dunlap, J. C., & Lowenthal, P. R. (2010). Hot for teacher: Using digital music to enhance    

students’ experience in online courses. TechTrends, 54(4), 58-73.

1. Have students create & share a playlist of six songs:
• Two representing their past
• Two representing their present
• Two representing their planned/hoped for future

2.Students ask questions about the songs to learn why 
certain songs were selected.

Image retrieved from vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/media-playlist-line-icon-vector-12479690



• To set the tone at the start a class session
• As a transition between units or topics
• Prelude to a learning activity
• Previews and reviews of content
• To illustrate or represent a new topic
• To celebrate the completion of a unit or project
• To reflect a unit or course theme 
• Concept-specific soundtrack. Instructor presents a course concept and 

students collect songs that offer insight and perspective on the concept. 
• Haverford College Computer Science Professor, John “JD” Dougherty, 

uses original songs to help students understand complicated computer 
science concepts.

Avoid offensive or explicit language. 
Selections should contribute to relaxation, alertness, and openness.

Enhancing Cognitive & Teaching Presence

Original songs to help students understand complicated computer science concepts

Images retrieved from http://platinum-communities.com/2017/11/30/alzheimers-dementia-music/, store.drumbum.com/product/music-notes-heart-magnet/and http://www.arenawp.com/2018/05/music-symbols-heart-vector/red-notes-
earphones-hearts-love-music-seamless-pattern-vector-gm/, https://www.haverford.edu/users/jdougher

(Dunlap & Lowenthal, 2010)



Instructor’s Introduction





APA Format Challenge









Lately Grace hasn't been herself
And he's noticed the change
Like forgetting friends they have known for years
And misplacing all her things
He'd make a joke; they’d both laugh
And blame it on old age
But it's not funny anymore, she can't remember his name

But he believes way down deep she still knows who he is. 
Forty years of memories just can't disappear like this
The doctors say it's hopeless, her past has been erased
But he'll spend the rest of his life, saving Grace

Raised five kids on a farmers pay; Vietnam took a son,
But watching Grace live like this is the hardest thing he’s done
He sits there by her bed sometimes, while she's fast asleep. 
Tells her all about herself, strokes her hair and weeps

(Repeat chorus)
The woman that he's loved for years
Is somewhere trapped in the pain
Tonight he swears she smiled at him and almost spoke his name
But he believes way down deep 
She still knows who he is. Forty years of memories
Just can't disappear like this
The doctors say it's hopeless
Her past has been erased
But he'll spend the rest of his life
Saving Grace
Lately Grace hasn't been herself







On Children

Kahlil Gibran

Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 
For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 
which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them, 
but seek not to make them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

…

On Children
(Sweet Honey in the Rock)

(parenting styles, child development, socialization)



Image retrieved from https://www.lifehack.org/articles/productivity/types-procrastination-and-how-you-can-fix-them.html



PROCRASTINATION - The Musical

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xi3aEGo8y-E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xi3aEGo8y-E




Image retrieved from https://giphy.com/gifs/scared-fear-nervous-1ChqQDtW4AEw0

Don’t try this at home, unless…

you really know your student.



Image retrieved from https://enriquesoriano.com/2018/01/09/dont-ignore-the-elephant-in-the-room/

• Is not universal
• Is highly contextual & 

cultural 
• Is fraught with complexity, 

subtleties, dangers and 
delights

• Can add to students’ 
participation & learning

Humor

Broinowski, I. (2013). Humour and the Quirky Nature of Online Teaching. New Technology in the Classroom, 208, 24-26. 



• Humor is not a panacea.

• If used excessively or inappropriately, important 
content may be trivialized.

• Appropriate and timely humor can augment teaching 
(increase students’ interest and attention; reduce 
anxiety).

Images retrieved from http://www.markodojo.com/five-marketing-management-pitfalls/, http://www.stickerstudio.com.au/sticker-categories/Warning-signs-dog-hazard-sales-
chemicals/caution-warning-triangle-sign-sticker, and https://www.cleanfleet.org/2015/11/common-pitfalls-for-drug-testing-part-1/

Shatz, M. A., & LoSchiavo, F. M. (2006).  Bringing life to online instruction with humor.  Radical Pedagogy, 8(2), 8 



Does the humor or music have an 
educational purpose? 
Cognitive presence (academic content, critical thinking 

skills)
Teaching presence (pedagogy)
Social presence (rapport, affective regulation)

Will the students understand and appreciate 
the humor? 

Image retrieved from laspec.gov.ng/guidelines/guidelines-for-operations/





What color are your C.R.A.Y.O.N.S.?



Images retrieved from boredpanda.com/funny-children-coloring-book-corruptions/ and amazon.com/Vibes-Coloring-Design-Originals-Beginner-Friendly/dp/1574219952



Image retrieved from https://giphy.com/gifs/thanks-thank-you-appreciate-wIVA0zh5pt0G5YtcAL









Image retrieved from maximofficegroup.com.au/product/594-merit-stickers-great-very-good-excellent-fantastic-super-round-pack-200, graphicsbuzz.com/graphics/great-work-graphics-c0b613.html, canstockphoto.com/very-good-sign-or-stamp-44723572.html, 
giphy.com/stickers/excellent-1K9obleVsTNq8, qvcc.edu/super-saturday-1024x791/, clipartfox.com/categories/view/af3f85b139c603751ef8b17f4def11a5738cea4a/superb-hd-clipart.html, californianmediagroup.com/blog/article/we-want-to-be-your-marketing-superhero, 

wiseinkblog.com/writing-2/45-quick-word-replacements-for-good-great-awesome-and-other-boring-superlatives/
, 



Images retrieved from https://giphy.com/gifs/thanks-thank-you-appreciate-wIVA0zh5pt0G5YtcAL and zingerbug.com/Comments/you_rock/index.htm
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